
 
 

   
   

  
 

  
 

 
 

            
             

               
          
            

              
              

         
             

              
            

                
     

 
        

 
      

 
              

         
 

             
          

             
 

 
 

  
 

    
            
               
            
 

           

1966 

1861-1897
 

Calendar prepared in 
The Reference Department 
by 
Mary H. Farmer 

Hamilton Public Library 

Miss Freda F. Waldon, Chief Librarian of the Hamilton Public Library from 1940 to 1963, 
had been interested in the Wesleyan Ladies' College, King Street East, Hamilton, for 
several years. Her mother, Lillie Hardy, was a graduate of the College in 1887, and 
many of her friends were either graduates or the daughters of graduates, and to Miss 
Waldon it seemed a great tragedy that the record of this historic Hamilton school was in 
danger of being lost as, one by one, death claimed those who could remember it. 
In 1952 Miss Waldon sent a letter to the periodical 'Saturday Night' of Toronto, with a 
request for all available information, including recollections and reminiscences, from 
those of its readers who might also be interested in the College and had some 
experience of the value of the courses given there during its existence between 1861 
and 1897. Miss Waldon also searched among her own papers and brought together a 
great deal of material on the College and its staff as well as on the students, most of 
which would otherwise have disappeared. 

The Hamilton Public Library has collated this material in two formats:­

1. A scrap-book of clippings from various sources, mainly contemporary newspapers. 

2. A file of letters, pamphlets, and other papers not suitable for inclusion in the scrap­
book but designated 'Archives' and filed in the Canadiana Archives file. 

The Alumnae Association of the Wesleyan Ladies' College is still in existence as the 
Literary Club, and now includes only daughters and grand-daughters of the original 
graduate-members. In 1966 it is probably the oldest literary association of its kind in 
Canada. 

MHF 
Apr. 1966 

1. Papers about the College: 
a. Louise Wright Griffith, ca 1930 1-6 
b. Freda F. Waldon - The bride who didn't know 7-8 
c. Freda F. Waldon's notes on the history of the College 9-10 

2. An Act to incorporate the Wesleyan Female College of Hamilton, 



           
 

       
 
   
           
          
          
 

           
   

 
  
 
           
 
             
         
          
 
            
            
 
           

 
            
 
          
 
          
 
  
 
             
             
 
         
 
         
 
  
 
         
 
             
 

May 18, 1861	 11-18 

3.	 Correspondence, including recollections and reminiscences about the College: 

a. 1952 
Oct. 11.	 Hamilton. Freda F. Waldon to 'Saturday Night', Toronto, 

asking for information from graduates and descendant of 
graduates of the College. 18-a 

b. Freda F. Waldon and Professor R.C. Archibald, Mount Allison Memorial 
Library, Sackville, N.B. 

1954 

July 2 Prof. Archibald asking for particulars of the early days of the College19 

July 7 Miss Waldon to Prof. Archibald on the closing of the College, first 
principal, degrees given, and on the Alumnae Association 
Notes 20-22 

July 11 Prof. Archibald, on the first woman to receive a bachelor's degree, 
and on the music library at Mount Allison 25-26 

July 14 Miss Waldon, on the first graduate of the Wesleyan Female 
College, 

Hamilton; and on the motto of the Burlington Ladies' Academy 27-28 

July 17 Prof. Archibald on Mary Allison, and on Woodstock College 29 

c. Freda F. Waldon and Annie E. Barker, Toronto 

1946 

June 4 Annie E. Barker sending the Act of Incorporation; recollections of 
her sister Rose's term at the College and at Victoria University 30-32 

June 6 Acknowledgment by Miss Waldon 33 

undated Miss Barker about her sister's clippings 34-35 

1947 

Feb. 8 Miss Waldon's acknowledgment 36 

July 3 Miss Barker, on the death of Florence E. Hall 37-39 



 
  1949 

  April 16          Miss Barker enclosing a clipping on the Wesleyan Female College, 
      and writing about a Miss Stinson      40-44 

  April 24  Miss Waldon's acknowledgment      45 

 1950 

  April 24     Miss Barker about her sister's medal     46-48 

      May 4 Miss Waldon on the same subject     49 

 1951 

  Jan. 23    Miss Barker to Miss Waldon      50 

  Jan. 25  Miss Waldon's acknowledgment      51 

 1952 

  Jan. 17            Miss Barker on Dr. Burns; on the sale of her belongings; and 
           enclosing a clipping on the annual reception of the College  52-54 

  Jan. 19  Miss Waldon's acknowledgment      56 

           Dec. 1Miss Barker on her and her sister's four years at the College; 
         how the Wesleyans took over the building in King street, 
        Hamilton, as a school; the Burlington Academy; early registrants 
            and pupils at the Wesleyan Ladies' College , and on the medal  57-60 

   Dec. 5Miss Waldon's acknowledgment      61 

 1953 

May    Miss Barker to Miss Waldon      62 

 May 11  Miss Waldon's acknowledgment      63 

 --    Miss Barker to Miss Waldon      64 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
   
 

d. Freda F. Waldon and Mrs. R.L. Charles, Toronto 

ca 1952 



  --           Mrs. Charles to Miss Waldon with an account of Professor J.F. 
      McLaughlin's recollections of his teaching days at the Wesleyan 
         Ladies' College; and on C.I.D. Moore and his sister   65-71 

 1952 

  Nov. 29     Miss Waldon's acknowledgment of the above. 
    The Alumnae Association      72 

         e. Freda F. Waldon and Dr. William Colgate, Toronto 

 1950 

  Sept. 12           Dr. Colgate enclosing a picture of the Wesleyan Female College, 
         Hamilton, with a request for information about it    73-74 

  Sept. 12  Miss Waldon's reply      75 

  Sept. 21           Miss Waldon to Dr. Colgate with an account of the history of 
    the College       76-77 
  Notes        78-80 

  Sept. 24   Dr. Colgate's acknowledgment     81 

         f. Freda F. Waldon and Miss Mamie L. Cunningham, Toronto 

 1952 

  Oct. 14          Miss Cunningham, on Dr. Rice and on her connections with the 
           College; on Mrs. Griffith and some of the other pupils   82-84 

  Oct. 15      Miss Waldon inquiring for further information    85 

  Nov. 30       Miss Cunningham giving details about the Cunningham and 
   Rice families        86-90 

   Dec. 3Miss Waldon's acknowledgment      91 

         g. Freda F. Waldon and Mrs. W.S. Dingman, Toronto 

 undated        Mrs. Dingman, on other pupils at the College   
 92-95 

 1952 

  Nov. 11  Miss Waldon's acknowledgment      96 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
   Dec. 14   Mrs. Dingman's acknowledgment	     97-99 
 
          h. Freda F. Waldon and Mrs. L.C. Harvey, Brownsville 
 
  1952 
 
   Oct. 12          Mrs. Harvey, about her mother, Mrs. T.H. Follick of Hamilton 100­

 103 
   Miss Waldon's notes       104-105 
 
   Oct. 14  Miss Waldon's acknowledgment      106 
 
        i. Miss Waldon and Col. G.W.F. Johnston, Montreal 
 
  1952 
 
   Oct. 11        Col. Johnston about his mother, Jennie M. Beynon  107­

 108 
 
   Oct. 14     Miss Waldon's acknowledgment. The Alumnae Association  109 
 
             j. Freda F. Waldon's notes, from a conversation with the Rev. Calvin McQuesten, 

 Hamilton 
 
  1952 
 
           Oct. 9 Notes on Dr. Calvin McQuesten 1801-1885 and on McQuesten 
       and Fisher and Luther D. Sawyer      110 
 
            k. Freda F. Waldon and Miss Helen E. Nelles, Niagara Falls, Ontario 
 
  1949  
 
   Sept. 4          Miss Nelles, on the article in 'Ontario History' on Mary Electa 

 Adams by E. Pomeroy      111-113 
 
   Sept. 7       Miss Waldon's acknowledgment, and report on Mrs. Griffith  114 
 
         l. Freda F. Waldon and Miss Elsie Pomeroy, Toronto 
 
  1948 
 
   Nov. 20	       Toronto. Miss Pomeroy to George Laidler, Hamilton, inquiring 
         about material on Mary Electa Adams and the Wesleyan  
   Ladies College        115-116 



 
   Nov. 23       Miss Waldon's reply, with information about the Burlington 
        Ladies' Academy and the Wesleyan Ladies' College   117-118 
 
   Nov. 24  Miss Pomeroy's acknowledgment     119-120 
 
  1949 
 
   Jan. 18      Miss Pomeroy arranging to come to Hamilton    121 
 
          m. Freda F. Waldon and Mrs. F.G. Purchase, Beamsville 
 
  1962 
 
   Oct. 26          Mrs. Purchase, enclosing a sketch of Janet T. Coatsworth Ramsay  
     ...and the College       123-127 
 
   Oct. 29  Miss Waldon's acknowledgment      128 
 
  1965 
 
  July 15     Mrs. Purchase sending an  'Intermediate Reader'   to Miss Waldon 
  129-132 
 
       Miss Waldon's biographical note on Janet T.C. Ramsay   133­

 134 
 
        n.Freda F. Waldon and Victoria University, Toronto 
 
  1941 
 
   Oct. 17  Freda  F.  Waldon  to  the  Rev.  F.L.  Barber,  librarian  listing  the 

 Hamilton 
        Public Library holdings on the College, inquiring what Victoria 
          University has, and recommending that a thesis on the Wesleyan 
      Ladies' College be undertaken      135-136 
 
   Nov. 15           Rev. F.L. Barber, giving the holdings on the College in Victoria 
   University Library       137-138 
 
  1953 
 
  May 11          Freda F. Waldon to Professor C.B. Sissons comparing old Victoria 
        College with the Wesleyan Ladies' College    139 
 



  May 14     Professor Sissons on the same subject     140­
 141
 

 
           o. Freda F. Waldon and Mr. Douglas G. Townsend, Hamilton
 
 
  1959
 
 
       April 7 Miss Waldon to Mr. Townsend      142
 
 
     Miss Waldon's notes on Mary Harriet Townsend    143
 
 
       Newspaper clipping on the same subject      144
 
 
          p. Freda F. Waldon and Mrs. D.G. Williams, Aurora
 
 
  1952
 
 
   Oct. 20        Mrs. Williams, on the Meharry family of Summerhill  145­

 148
 
 
   Oct. 20        Miss Waldon on the degrees granted by the Wesleyan
 
    Ladies' College        149
 
 
          Nov. 5Mrs. Williams about Mrs. Dingman and the College   150-153
 
 
         Nov. 6Toronto. Stanley Wickens to Mrs. Williams on their
 
       mothers' education at the College     154-156
 
 
   Nov. 17       Mrs. Williams to Miss Waldon on the same subject    157
 
 
   Nov. 11        Freda F. Waldon acknowledging Mrs. Williams' letter   158
 
 
  1956
 
 
   Jan. 19       Toronto. Stanley Wickens to Mrs. Williams on his mother's
 
      certificate and prize book      159
 
 
          Feb. 7 Mrs. Williams to Miss Waldon on sending the certificate,
 
            and on Miss Waldon's letter to the Globe and Mail, about
 
   'Little Black Sambo'        160-163
 
 
          Feb. 9 Miss Waldon to Mr. Wickens acknowledging the certificate,
 
           and on the Wesleyan Ladies' College Alumnae Literary Club 164
 
 
           q. Freda F. Waldon and Mrs. E.N. Wright, Port Arthur 
 



  1956
 
 
   Dec. 27          Miss Waldon asking Mrs. Wright if she has any material on the
 
     Wesleyan Ladies' College      165
 

 4.	    Graduation and Commencement Programs
  
 
  1875
 
 
   June 22   Closing exercises       166-168
 
 
  1876
 
 
   June 20    Closing exercises (3 copies)     169­

 172
 
 
  1878
 
 
   June 3      Graduation class. Program (2 copies)     173
 
 
            Note on the back of copy 2 about Mr. Leland, the United
 
      States consul, signed 'W.E. Sanford.'     174
 
 
  1879
 
 
  June      Invitation to graduation and concert     175
 
 
   June 17     Graduation exercises. (3 copies)      176
 
       List of names on the back      177
 
 
  1880
 
 
   June 22   Graduation exercises       178
 
 
  1887
 
 
   June 20    Commencement exercises (2 copies)    179­

 181
 
 
  1888
 
 
   June 20  Commencement exercises      182-184
 
 
  1890
 
 
   June 18  Commencement exercises      185-187
 
 



  1892
 
 
   June 21  Commencement exercises      188-190 
 
  1893 
 
   June 21    Commencement exercises (3 copies)    191­

 193 
 

 5.	   College Accounts 
 
  1878        Miss Howell in account with Wesleyan Female College, 
       March 21 to June 5       194 
 
  1887       Miss Hardy in account with Wesleyan Female College, 
       April 13 to June 22       195 
 
  undated       Miss Harrey in account with Wesleyan Female College, 
      February 2 to April 3       196 
 
      Miss G. Buck to H. Martin      197 
      Miss M. Buck to H. Martin      198 
 
  1880     Mrs. Buck to H. Martin       199 
 

 5.	  Concerts and Entertainments 
 
   a. Musical Entertainments 
 
  1876 
 
   June 19     Ticket to a concert       200 
 
   June 19  Musical Entertainment       201­

 203 
 
  1877 
 
  May 29  Musical Entertainment       204­

 206 
 
  1878 
 
  May 29  Musical Entertainment        207 
 
  1879 



 
   June 16        Concert by the pupils of the Wesleyan Female College
 
  208
 
 
  1880        Concert by the pupils of the Wesleyan Female College   209
 
 
  1883
 
 
   June 18         Concert by the pupils of the Wesleyan Ladies' College (4 copies)
 
  210-211
 
 
   Dec. 19        Concert by the pupils of the Wesleyan Ladies' College  212­

 215
 
 
  1884
 
 
   June 16   Musical entertainment      216­

 219
 
 
   Dec. 16     Musical entertainment (2 copies)     220-223
 
 
  1885
 
 
   June 17   Musical entertainment      224­

 227
 
 
   Dec. 17     Musical entertainment (6 copies)     228-230
 
 
  1887
 
 
   June 16     Musical entertainment (9 copies)     231-233
 
            A note in Robert Steele Ambrose's handwriting on the back of copy 1234
 
 
   Dec. 20   Musical entertainment      235­

 237
 
 
  1888
 
 
   Dec. 20   Musical entertainment      238­

 240
 
 
  1889
 
 
   June 18     Musical entertainment (3 copies)     241-243
 
 
  1891
 



 
   April 7         ...Third concert by the pupils of the Wesleyan Ladies' College 

     and Conservatory of Music      244 

 1892 

  June 16   ...Closing concert       245 

  June 18   ...Fourth concert       246 

 1893  

  June 20   ...Closing concert       247-249 

 1894 

  June 15   ...Closing concert       250-252 

   b. Conversaziones and At Homes  

 1887 

    Feb. 4 Senior literary society conversazione     253-254 

 1890 

     Feb. 7 Students' at home       255 

 1893 

  Feb. 24     At Home (2 copies)       256-258 

  June 16     At Home (2 copies)       259-261 

 1894 

  June 16     Senior literary society. Open meeting     262 

     c. Elocution and Delsarte Recitals 

 1891 

  Dec. 21       Hamilton Ladies' College and Conservatory of Music   263 

 1892 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



            
 
  
 
           
 

  
 
      
 
          
            
 
           
 
         
          
         
           
          
           
 
    
          
         
          
 
    
 
       
        
 
             
 
   
 
            
 
         
  
 
              
            
          
         
          

June 18 ...Programme (2 copies) 264 

1893 

June 19 Wesleyan Ladies' College and Conservatory of Music 265 

7. Collections 

a. Rose and Annie Barker 

1. Funeral address of Rose Hannah Barker 1867-1944 by 
Dr. F.L. Barber 266-268 

2. Lesson notes on chemistry. undated	 269-273 

3. Examination questions:	 Literature 274-295 
Mathematical and physical chemistry 296-299 
Domestic economy 300 
note on alumnae reception 301 
Psychology 302 
Biblical History 303 

4. Miscellaneous: 
Essay on ventilation 304-307 
Temperance Society certificate, May 31, 1890 308 
Accounts, undated and unidentified 309-323 

b. Lillie Hardy 

1. Correspondence addressed to Miss Hardy as Secretary 
of the Wesleyan Ladies' College Alumnae: 

not dated C.N. Sims' report on essays	 324 

1892 

June 9 Syracuse, N.Y. J.H. Willey asking for train timetable 325 

June 13 Hamilton. Leontino Newcomb's report on some essays 
326-327 

June 14 Dansville, N.Y. Emma P. Ewing on a course of lessons 
on home economics, 328-330 
with attached: Syracuse university general program of 
anniversary excercises 331-334 
June 1889; clipping from Washington, Pa. Journal, 



        Dec. 8, 1892 on pastry lessons     335 
 
    June 15  Syracuse,  N.Y.  J.H. Willey  arranging  to  come to  

 Hamilton336-337 
 
    June 17         Buffalo, N.Y. Minnie Jean Nisbet regretting that she  
       cannot attend a reunion      338-340 
 
    June 17       D.A. Sutherland, reporting on three essays  341­

 342 
 
    June 23  Syracuse,  N.Y.  J.H.  Willey.  He  is  unable  to  come  to 

 Hamilton343-344 
 
     2. School essays on various subjects 
 
    The Norsemen        345 
 
    Faust        347-349 
      List of College names       350 
 
    DeQuincy       351-354 
 
       Eliot -- Felix Holt      355-357 
 
        Dickens -- Tale of Two Cities     358-359 
 
        Ruskin -- Sesame and lilies     360-365 
                        Crown of wild olives     366-371 
 
      Carlyle -- Heroes      372-373 
 
      Essay on the pope      374-375 
 
     Essay on nihilism      376-379 
 

 8.   Alumnae Association 
 
           a. Constitution and bylaws, and 1877 rules of order (2 copies)  380­

 390 
 
    b. Annual Reports 
 
      1886-7 Mary A Zealand, secretary     391-393 
 
       1888-1889 Minnie M. Moore, secretary     394-397 



 
   1889-1890        398-401 
 
      1890 Lillie Hardy, secretary      402-406 
 
      1892-93 Lillie Hardy, secretary (incomplete)    407-411 
 
      1942-43 Mabel Thompson, secretary     412-415 
 
     c. Lectures and papers: programs 

 
     1889-90 (2 copies)
       416-417 
 
     1890-91 (3 copies)
       418 
 
       d. At Homes, Levees, Receptions, etc. 
 
      not dated Alumnae Day       419 
 
   1887 
 
    June 17   Annual reception      420 
 
   1890 
 
    June 13   At Home       421-422 
 
   1891 
 
      not dated Alumnae Levee      423-426 
 
    Jan. 24  ...At Home        427 
 
   June Commencement       429-435 
 
    June 19  ...Levee       436­

 437 
 
   1892 
 
     not dated ...Levee       438-439 
 
   1894 
 
    March 2  Levee       440-442 
 



   1928
 
 
    Oct. 19    ...Sixtieth anniversary (2 copies)     443 
 
   e. Literary Club 
   
   Member's ticket        444-446 
 
         List of Lectures of Dante, by Rev. S. Lyle     447 
 
   f. Membership 
 
      Cards listing alumnae names and dates     448-456 
 
     g. Mrs. Ewing's cooking school 
 
   1891 
 
    April 13  Program       457 
 
   1892 
 
    April 13  Program       458-459 
 
   h. Miscellaneous 
 
          not dated Badge of the Wesleyan Ladies' College   460 
 
   1858 
 
          July 7 Positive and negative copies of a diploma of 
        "Concilium Wesleiani foeminarum collegii," Dundas. 
        Awarded to Hester Ann Rogers Horner    461 
 
   1871  
   
    June 20      Diploma awarded to Matilda Meharry    462 
 
   1887 
 
    June 20      Diploma awarded to Lillie Hardy     463 
 
   1893 
 
    June 21         Medal awarded to student, Ethel Lazier, being the 
        Governor General's Prize given annually by the College 



           to that student who has the best examination results 
            in English Literature. The medal is made of silver and 
         is dated 1888. This medal was donated to Special 
         Collections by Miss Betty Mullin in 1975. Miss Mullin, 
          an employee of the Hamilton Public Library in 1975, was 
      Ethel Lazier's daughter.      463a 
 
       Manuscript book donated by Mrs. Charles Carter. January 1944 464­

 540 
 
        Music Pupils at the W.F. College 
         List of Pupils for piano. September 1866    468-470 
         List of Pupils for piano. January 3rd 1867   471 
          List of Local Pupils from Sep. 5th, 1866    472 
       Instrumental Pupils from Apr. 23     473 
          List of Pupils for piano Sep. 4th, 1867    474-476 
    January 1868       477 
        From January 4th to February 4th 1868    478-481 
     September 1868      482-484 
     January 6th, 1869      485-487a 
      September 8th, 1869      487b-490 
    January 1870       491-495 
     September 1870      496-500 
    
    Book also contains programs  
    
      Musical Entertainment...May 29, 1878    501 
      Musical Entertainment...May 29, 1878    502 
      Concert...June 21, 1880      503 
      Concert...Dec. 18, 1882      504 
      Concert...Dec. 18, 1882      505 
      Concert...June 15, 1882      506 
      Concert...June 15, 1882      507 
      Concert...Dec. 18, 1882      508 
      Concert...June 16, 1879      509 
       Musical Entertainment...Dec. 30, 1881    510 
      Concert...June 15, 1882      511 
      Concert...June 21, 1880      513 
      Concert...June 16, 1879      514 
      Musical Entertainment...May 29, 1878    516 
       Musical Entertainment...June 19, 1876    520 
       Musical Entertainment...June 21, 1875    521 
       Closing Exercises June 24, 1873    523 
      Programme...June 23, 1873     524 
       Closing Exercises June 19, 1872    525 
       Programme June 18, 1872     526 



       
 
 
 

Closing Exercises June 20, 1871 


